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Oath/Declaration 

,. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
XFR- 1 :67(a)ide„tiiyingtMsa P pHcattonhy.applie a tiQn^^ 

Response to Arguments 
2. Applicant's arguments filed April 14, 2000 have hcen fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Claims 1 -24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barenkamp et al. ; (WO 97/36,914) in view of Loosmore et al., is maintained. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted tot the featitres upon which applicant relies (i.e., me Hin47 
protein has decreased protease activity) are no. recited in the rejected c.aim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. 

,„ response to applicant's argument ma. there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where mere is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation * do so found either in the references themselves or in the Knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. m mis case, it would have been obvious at 
me time of applicant's invention to have an immunogenic composition to confer protection 
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against Haemophilus influenzae comprising a« least two different antigens, where one is a high 
molecular weight adhesin protein, HMW1 or HMW2, since Barenkamp et al.fWO 97/36,914), 
teaches that adhesin proteins are potentially important proactive antigens which should comprise 

one component of a multi-component oon-typeable H influenzae vaccine and the other _ 

component as taught by Loosmore et a!., is an analog of Hin47 because Hin47 is a non- 
proteolytic heat shock protein which substtntially reduced in proteolytic activity and can be used 
as an antigen and be included in other immunogenic preparations. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ja-Na Hines whose telephone number is (703) 305-0487. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:30am to 4:00pm. The examiner 
can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel, can be reached on (703) 308-4027. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-4242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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